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PART 1: Grammar (50%) 
 
Question 1 
 
Choose two of the words marked in bold in the text from The BFG on pages 4-5 below (bustle, 
never, dangling, or munch). For each word, describe which word class you think the word 
belongs to here, and explain how you reached this conclusion. In your explanation, you should 
refer to the form, function and meaning of the word. 
 
Question 2 
 
Comment on the difference in meaning and form between the members of the following 
sentence pairs, using relevant and precise terminology to describe the forms. Give your 
answer to each sentence pair as a coherent text.  
 

a)  
 

1. The giants in the pit are hungry. 
2. In the pit, the giants were hungry. 

 
b)  

 
1. They are completing the massive task. 
2. They had completed the massive task just in time. 

 
c)  

 
1. May I taste a snozzcumber? 
2. I have never tasted a snozzcumber. 

 
Question 3 
 

a) Give a full syntactic analysis (all levels of description) of the following sentence. You 
may present your analysis in the form of a handwritten tree-diagram or a table. 

 
• The giant fished more snozzcumbers from the sack and threw them down forcefully. 

 
b) Give a brief explanation of what syntactic function from the sack has in this sentence, 

and how you arrived at your conclusion. 
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PART 2: Phonetics (25%) 
 
Question 4 
 

• The hole was about twice the size of a |football field  

 
a) Which word is stressed in the sentence above? Suggest another stress pattern this 

sentence could have. How would the meaning change with the change in stress 
pattern? Give reasons for your choices. 

b) Suggest an intonation pattern for the sentence above, and describe a likely context for 
your example. Give reasons for your choices. 

Question 5 

In the text from The BFG on pages 4-5 below, identify and describe (using linguistic 
terminology) two phonemes or two phoneme pairs that may be challenging for Norwegian 
learners of English, and explain why they may be problematic. Give example words from the 
text to illustrate your answer. 
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PART 3: Language learning and vocabulary (25%) 
 
Your answers in this part should be presented as coherent text, not bullet points or key 
words. Any references should be given in APA format. 
 
Question 6  
 
Choose EITHER a OR b: 
 
a) Briefly describe how you could use an authentic text like The BFG to promote learners’ 

understanding of the uses of English adjectives, connected to topics/aims in the English 
subject curriculum (ENG1-04). You must include at least two adjectives/adjective phrases 
from the text from The BFG on pages 4-5 below in your discussion. 

 
b) Use the phoneme(s) you described in question 5 and briefly describe two activities for 

working with these sounds in the classroom. Explain how your suggested activities 
address topics/aims in the English subject curriculum (ENG1-04). 

 
Question 7 
 
In the text from The BFG on pages 4-5 below, identify some vocabulary items that may be 
challenging for Norwegian learners and explain why they might be challenging. How can 
learners draw on their knowledge of other languages to learn new vocabulary in English? 
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Feeding time1 

While the giants were being captured, a tremendous bustle and hustle was 

going on back home in England. Every earth-digger and mechanical 

contrivance in the country had been mobilized to dig the colossal hole in which 

the giants were to be permanently imprisoned. 

 

Ten thousand men and ten thousand machines worked ceaselessly through the 

night under powerful arc-lights, and the massive task was completed only just in 

time. 

 

The hole itself was about twice the size of a football field and five hundred feet 

deep. The walls were perpendicular and engineers had calculated that there 

was no way a giant could escape once he was put in. Even if all nine giants 

were to stand on each other’s shoulders, the topmost giant would still be some 

fifty feet from the top of the hole. 

 

The nine giant-carrying helicopters hovered over the massive pit. The giants, 

one by one, were lowered to the floor. But they were still trussed up and now 

came the tricky business of releasing them from their bonds. Nobody wanted to 

go down and do this because the moment a giant was freed, he would be sure 

to turn on the wretched person who had freed him and gobble him up. 

As usual, the BFG had the answer. ‘I has told you before,’ he said, ‘giants is 

never eating giants, so I is going down and I shall untie them myself before you 

can say rack jobinson.’ 

 

With thousands of fascinated spectators, including the Queen, peering down 

into the pit, the BFG was lowered on a rope. One by one, he released the 

giants. They stood up, stretched their stiffened limbs and started leaping about 

in a fury. 

‘Why is they putting us down here in this grobsludging hole?’ they shouted at 

the BFG. 
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‘Because you is guzzling human beans,’ the BFG answered. ‘I is always warning 

you not to do it and you is never taking the tichiest bit of notice.’ 

‘In that case,’ the Fleshlumpeater bellowed, ‘I think we is guzzling you instead!’ 

The BFG grabbed the dangling rope and was hoisted out of the pit just in time. 

The great bulging sack he had brought back with him from Giant Country lay at 

the top of the pit. 

 

‘What’s in there?’ the Queen asked him. 

The BFG put an arm into the sack and pulled out a gigantic black and white 

striped object the size of a man. 

 

‘Snozzcumbers!’ he cried. ‘This is the repulsant snozzcumber, Majester, and that 

is all we is going to give these disgustive giants from now on!’ 

‘May I taste it?’ the Queen asked. 

‘Don’t, Majester, don’t!’ cried the BFG. ‘It is tasting of trogfilth and pigsquibble!’ 

With that he tossed the snozzcumber down to the giants below. ‘There’s your 

supper!’ he shouted. ‘Have a munch on that!’ He fished out more snozzcumbers 

from the sack and threw them down. The giants below howled and cursed. The 

BFG laughed. ‘It serves them right left and centre!’ he said. 

 

‘What will we feed them on when the snozzcumbers are all used up?’ the 

Queen asked him. 

 

‘They is never being used up, Majester,’ the BFG answered, smiling. ‘I is also 

bringing in this sack a whole bungle of snozzcumber plants which I is giving, with 

your permission, to the royal gardener to put in the soil. Then we is having an 

everlasting supply of this repulsant food to feed these thirstbloody giants on.’ 

‘What a clever fellow you are,’ the Queen said. ‘You are not very well 

educated but you are really nobody’s fool, I can see that.’ 

 

                                                        
1 Pages 191-195 of Dahl, R. (1982/2007). The BFG (Q. Blake, Ill.). London: Puffin Books 


