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Final examination 

2MEN5101-1 English Language 
May 28, 2019 

 
 
 

The exam consists of THREE parts. A pass grade is required on EACH part. 
NO dictionaries allowed. 
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PART I: Grammar (50%) 
 
Sentence pairs 
 
Comment on the difference in meaning and form between the members of the following four sentence 
pairs (questions 1-4). Use appropriate linguistic terminology and remember that your answer must be 
written out in complete and coherent sentences. 
 

1)  
a. Alice was trying the key in the lock when the rabbit appeared.    
b. When the rabbit appeared, Alice tried the key in the lock. 

2)  
a. The students love the grammar books, which are delightful. 
b. The students love their grammar books, which is delightful. 

3)  
a. There was a meeting about renewable energy. 
b. It was an exciting meeting about renewable energy. 

4)  
a. Yesterday, the hospital staff were very disappointed. 
b. The hospital staff was very disappointed yesterday. 
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Text questions 
 
Read the text below and answer the following questions. 
 
Question 5 
 
Give a full syntactic analysis (tree diagram or table) of the underlined sentence in line 8 (There were 
doors in the hall, but they were locked, unfortunately.) AND line 16 (She tried the little golden key 
in the lock.). Ignore the parts of the sentences that are not underlined. 
 
Question 6 
 
Comment on the word order in the underlined sentence in line 11 (Suddenly she spotted a little three-
legged table.). How would the word order change if we translated this sentence into Norwegian, and 
why? 
 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Alice was not a bit hurt, and she jumped up on to her feet in a moment: she looked up, but it 
was all dark overhead; before her was another long passage, and the White Rabbit was still 
in sight, hurrying down it. There was not a moment to be lost: away went Alice like the 
wind, and was just in time to hear it say, as it turned a corner, `Oh my ears and whiskers, 
how late it’s getting!’ She was close behind it when she turned the corner, but the Rabbit was 
no longer to be seen: she found herself in a long, low hall, which was lit up by a row of 
lamps hanging from the roof. 

8 
9 
10 

There were doors in the hall, but unfortunately, they were locked; and when Alice had been 
all the way down one side and up the other, trying every door, she walked sadly down the 
middle, wondering how she was ever to get out again. 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

Suddenly she spotted a little three-legged table, all made of solid glass; there was nothing on 
it except a tiny golden key, and Alice’s first thought was that it might belong to one of the 
doors of the hall; but, alas! either the locks were too large, or the key was too small, but at 
any rate it would not open any of them. However, on the second time round, she came upon 
a low curtain she had not noticed before, and behind it was a little door about fifteen inches 
high: She tried the little golden key in the lock, and to her great delight it fitted! 

Text from Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. 
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PART II: Phonetics (30%) 
 
Question 7 
 
You teach English in 6th grade, and you have discovered that some of your pupils 
pronounce the members of the word pairs below in the same way. Pick two of the word pairs and, 
using phonetic terminology, address the following points: 

 
• Identify and describe the phonemes they have problems distinguishing between. 
• Explain why these phonemes may be difficult for Norwegian learners to tell apart. 
• Give some examples of how you would work with your pupils so that they learn the difference 

in articulation between these phonemes. 
 

sleep – slip 
lock – luck 
verse – worse 
place - plays 

 
Question 8  
 
In the exchange below, suggest intonation patterns for the three responses (B1, B2 and B3). Use 
terminology to describe the patterns and explain why you have chosen them. 
 
A:  I have been reading Harry Potter. 
B1:  Do you think it’s a good book? 
B2:  It’s one of my favourites! 
B3:  I really liked The Philosopher’s Stone, The Goblet of Fire, The Order of the Phoenix and The 

Deathly Hallows. 
 
Question 9 
 
Explain what is meant by the inflectional ending –ed, and describe the three possible pronunciations 
of the ending –ed. Provide at least two examples for each possible pronunciation. 
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PART III: Vocabulary (20%) 
 

Question 10 

 

Explain what is meant by the term false friend, and give some examples of false friends for Norwegian 
learners of English. 
 

Question 11 

 

Some vocabulary items have been underlined in the text below (from Alice Through the Looking 
Glass). These words or chunks represent different potential challenges to learners of English. 
Using at least two of the underlined items as a starting point, (1) explain what it means to know a 
word’s form, meaning and use, (2) explain what some potential learner challenges are in relation to 
vocabulary items such as these, and (3) describe some vocabulary learning strategies you can 
promote to help learners develop their productive vocabulary in English. In your discussion, you 
may add other examples which are not from the text below. 
 
You are expected to use appropriate linguistic terminology in order to demonstrate your ability to 
link knowledge about English vocabulary to second language learning. Your answer to question 11 
should be a coherent text consisting of 200-300 words. 
 
 
 
But the Gnat only sighed deeply, while two large tears came rolling down its cheeks. 

‘You shouldn’t make jokes,’ Alice said, ‘if it makes you so unhappy. 

Then came another of those melancholy little sighs, and this time the poor Gnat really 
seemed to have sighed itself away, for when Alice looked up, there was nothing 
whatever to be seen on the twig, and, as she was getting quite chilly with sitting still so 
long, she got up and walked on. 

She very soon came to an open field, with a wood on the other side of it: it looked 
much darker than the last wood, and Alice felt a little timid about going into it. 
However, on second thoughts, she made up her mind to go on: ‘for I certainly won’t 
go back,’ she thought to herself, and this was the only way to the Eight Square. 

 
 

Text from Alice Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll. 

 


